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National Youth Conference

National Youth Conference
is this month in Fort Collins,
Colorado. Under the theme
of Bound Together: Clothed .
in Christ (Col. 3:12-15), youth B%BJO%E-
from around the United we
States and beyond will

gather for worship, insight sessions, service projects, and lots
and lots of fun. Eight senior high youth and three adults are
aftending from Montezuma. The youth are: Piper Brown,
Heather Knott, Tina Serrell, Ethan Ross, Jared Ross, Jacob Ross,
Jared Smith, and Jonas Miller. Buses are leaving from
Harrisonburg for sight-seeing and Fort Collins on July 17. They
return July 28. Please keep all of these youth and their adult
leaders in your prayers.

Brethren Woods Worship & Fish Fry August 26

For the fourth year, Montezuma will hold a Sunday morning
worship service at Camp Brethren Woods, followed by a fish
fry picnic. Once again, the Dayton Church of the Brethren will
join us.

At Brethren Woods the worship starts at 10:30 on the morning
watch benches next to the pond. Pastors Gabe Dodd and
Kevin Daggett will lead this service. An offering will be
collected. All checks made to Montezuma will be taken by
Montezuma COB for deposit.

There will be a traditional worship at Montezuma at the
regular fime. Pastor David will lead that service. No Sunday
school classes will be held. Anyone who wants to attend the
picnic at Brethren Woods after worship at Montezuma is
encouraged to do so.

The now famous fish fry — special thanks to Bob Michael and
Bob Black for catching all of the fish — will begin shortly after
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Church Events: July & August

Jul. 3: Golden Lunch Bunch — 11:30am
3: Commission Meetings — 7pm
4-8:  Annual Conference
6: MYF — 6:15pm
9: Montezuma Support Group —
11:30am
9-13: Jr. High Workcamp
10: Witness Commission — 7pm
12: Salvation Army Meal
17: Executive Committee — 7pm
17: Youth and advisors depart for
National Youth Conference
20: MYF — 6:15pm
24: Dorcas Circle — 1pm
27-28: Jr. High Ark Encounter
Aug. 3: MYF — 6:15pm
7: Golden Lunch Bunch — 11:30am
9: Salvation Army Meal
13: Montezuma Support Group —
11:30am
14: Church Board — 7pm
17: MYF - 6:15pm
28: Dorcas Circle
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CrossRoads Summer Vespers

noon at Mountain Lodge (no AC). Bring side dishes and desserts to share. Drinks will be provided. Don't
forget your swim trunks since there's a great pool for our use later in the afternoon.




WORSHIP - July 2018

Sunday mornings — 2:10 a.m. Gathering Time,
9:30 a.m. Worship Hour, 10:40 a.m. Classes

WORSHIP - August 2018

Sunday mornings — 9:10 a.m. Gathering Time,
9:30 a.m. Worship Hour, 10:40 a.m. Classes

15:

22:

29:

Jesus to the Rescue! Pastor David
Mark 5:21-43
Vacation Bible School Sunday! This year's theme
is "Rescued by Jesus” and includes stories about
finding lost sheep and dealing with great fear. The
stories in Mark 5 also deal with Jesus to the rescue.
Many people turned to Jesus for help in dire

circumstance. Can we?¢

*Special Music: Doug Tumer
International 8.S. Lesson: Parable of the Unforgiving
Servant

Stones or Loams

Jeremiah 23:28-29; Matthew 13:1-9
What kind of seeds are we in today’s world, and
where do we plant them?

Linda Waggy

International S.S. Lesson: Jesus Criticizes Unjust
Leaders

Grace and Responsibility Pastor Gabe
Amos 7:7-15; Ephesians 1:3-14
A famous web-slinging super hero was once told,
“With great power comes great responsibility.” |
believe thats what Paul was telling the church in
Ephesus. Although all have been adopted and
invited info Gods great story, we have a

responsibility more than ever before to be loyal.

Special Music: Aaron Will
International S.S. Lesson: The Widow and the Unjust
Judge

Compassionate Jesus Pastor David

Psalm 23; Mark 6:30-34; Deuteronomy 5:12-15
These verses are usually read in connection to the
feeding of the 5,000. On their own, they reflect
Jesus's commitment to his own and to everyone.
Jesus gives and he calls us to give. But that giving
is less about us being a water canal, constantly
giving, and more like us being a reservoir.

Special Music: Wanda Flora

International S.S. Lesson: Entering God'’s Kingdom

Start where you are Pastor David

2 Kings 4:42-44; Ephesians 3:14-21
Paul prays that the church would have the
“power to comprehend” the “love of Christ that
surpasses knowledge.” How does this make sense
fo use Maybe a little story in the Old Testament
from 2 Kings will give us a hint. Comprehending
love is like anything: we start where we are.

International S.S. Lesson: Parable of the Great Dinner

5:

12:

19:

26:

Bound Together: Clothed in Christ Pastor Gabe

Colossians 3:12-15
National Youth Conference Sunday will be led by
youth who went on the trip! We can't wait to see
what inspires them, how they connected with the
theme, and how they experienced this powerful
event. After worship, a forum will happen where
youth can share their experiences, and the
congregation will be able to ask questions. A
meal will be provided for fellowship.

*Special Music: Morgan Dakin
International S.S. Lesson: God'’s Justice
Live in Love Pastor David
Psalm 34:1-8; Ephesians 4:25-5:2
The short reading from Ephesians gives instructions
about how tolive: speak the truth, don't let anger
get the beftter of you, don't make room for the
devil, and work for your living “so as to have
something fo share with the needy.” (That's not
the usual motivation we're given for work, but the
New Testament doesn’'t deal in the usual
motivations.) Finally, imitate God, live inlove ... be
like Jesus. Remember Psalm 34: "Taste and see.”

*Special Music: The Ross Family

International S.S. Lesson: Global Economic Justice

Seek Peace and Pursue It Pastor David

Psalm 34:9-14; Ephesians 5:15-20
The Psalm says, “Depart from evil, and do good;
seek peace and pursue it.” Here is the logic of the
commandments of God: avoid doing harm,
refrain from evil; but more than that ... do good!
Seek peace. The Brethren have been called a
“Peace Church.” What did mean?2 What does it
mean Now?

International S.S. Lesson: Loving and Just Behavior

Brethren Woods Fish Fry

Dressed for Success

Montezuma: Pastor David

Brethren Woods: Pastor Gabe and Kevin Daggett

Psalm 34:15-22; Ephesians 6:10-20
The last Sunday of August is picnic Sunday at
Brethren Woods! Two worship services: first, 10:30
worship followed by a fish fry and hamburgers atf
Brethren Woods — with Dayton COB; second, a
traditional worship at Montezuma, 9:30 a.m. Either
way you go, we will worship with joy because
Jesus dresses us for success with the whole armor
of God.

International S.S. Lesson: Practicing Justice




July Special Offering:
Bridgewater Food Pantry

The mission of the Bridgewater Food Pantry is to
distribute food to local needy families. The Food
Pantry is housed at the Bridgewater Church of the
Brethren, and is open the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of
every month.

Generally speaking, the clients come from within a
5 mile radius of Bridgewater. The policy now is to
give the clients food, no money is given. If folks
need help with financial concerns, they are referred
to People Helping People.

A reminder, if anyone has surplus garden produce
this summer and fall, the Bridgewater Food Pantry
will be happy to ufilize it.

August Special Offering:
Bridge of Hope

Bridge of Hope is a non-profit organization in
Harrisonburg and Rockingham County that helps
homeless and at risk mothers and children. They
frain and support mentors to serve these clients.

Bridge of Hope offers supportive friendship for a
lasting impact. Individuals and church groups
provide mentors to single mothers and children to
help bridge the gaps. There are working classes,
classes on money management, housing choices,
etc. Then there is a graduation for the client, and
the mentor continues to walk alongside the client.

Summer Music

Anyone who would like to provide special music for
worship during the summer months, June to August,
please contact Marsha Shank or Ralph Rohrer.

Nursery Schedule

If you are interested in helping with nursery care
during worship September 2016 through August
2017 or you would like your name deleted from the
current list, please conftact Frances Shenk at 540-
879-9257 by August 1st. If your name is already on
the list, it will remain there unless notified otherwise.

Youth Events: July/August 2018

Jr. High Workcamp
July 9-13
Cincinnati, Ohio

National Youth Conference:
July 17: Sr. High Youth and advisors will depart
for NYC in Fort Collins, Colorado

Jr. High Ark Encounter
July 27-28
Williamstown, Kentucky

Jr. & Sr. High Lock-in at Brethren Woods

August 17

Salvation Army Meals

The following people are scheduled to help
prepare and serve meals at the Salvation Army in
July & August:

Thursday, July 12
Jill Sease, Stephanie Diehl, J O Good, Bill &
Gloria Heishman, Bob Michael

Thursday, August 9
Marty  Barlow, Karen
Orebaugh & Gloria Ollice

Fleishman, Gary

Pastor David & Pastor Gabe will be
away the following dates:

Pastor David
July 4 - July 8: Annual Conference
July 9 — July 13: Jr. High Work Camp
July 22 — July 24: Brethren Woods

Pastor Gabe
July 3 - July 8: Annual Conference
July 17 = July 28: NYC
August 18 — August 24: Vacation

Montezuma Today is a monthly publication of |
Montezuma Church of the Brethren. Articles and
information for publication are appreciated by the 20t
of each month.

Email: montezuma.cob@gmail.com
Mail: 4937 Ottobine Road, Dayton, VA 22821




NEWSLINEDIGEST

Bethany Seminary graduates 16

ixteen graduates were

honored at Bethany

Seminary’s commencement

activities for 2018.

Receiving a master of divinity were
Steven P. Fox of Farmersville, Ohio;

Myecal C. J. Gresh, Denton, Md.;

Katelynn E. Heishman, Keezletown,

Va.; Timothy S. Heishman,

Keezletown, Va.; Patricia A. Kapusta,
Corning, N.Y., with a ministry focus in

pastoral care; Sarah M. Neher,
Overland Park, Kan., ministry
focus in youth and young
adults; Shayne (Chibuzo) T.
Petty, Shreveport, La., empha-
sis in intercultural leadership
and Certificate in Intercultural
Biblical Interpretation; and
Susan L. Smith, Lutz, Fla.
Receiving a master of arts
were Karen M. Duhai,
Richmond, Ind., concentration
in theological studies;
Charlotte D. Loewen,

‘New and Renew’

n May 16-19, Brethren from across the

country met at Bethany Seminary for “New and

Renew: Revitalize, Plant, Grow” The denomina-
tion’s church planting and church development conference
for 2018 was sponsored and organized by Discipleship
Ministries (formerly Congregational Life Ministries).

Two keynote speakers encouraged participants to risk
finding God’s mission for them. Orlando Crespo said, “We
can’t be the incarnation— Christ did that. We can be the
embodiment of Christ.” Christiana Rice used the metaphor
of a midwife, “God crying out for a new thing to be born”

Bethany dean Steve Schweitzer led Bible study on “Risk

Mountain Lake, Minn., concentration in
Brethren studies; Jonathan A, Prater,
Rockingham, Va., concentration in
theological studies and Certificate in
Theopoetics and Theological
Imagination; Brody Rike, Eaton, Ohio,
concentration in biblical studies; and
Rudolph H. Taylor III, Blue Ridge,
Va., concentration in biblical studies.

Kyle A. Remnant of Cincinnati,
Ohio, received a Certificate of

Samuel Sarpiya.

Achievement in Theological Studies.
Martin Jockel-Giessen from the
State of Hesse, Germany, and Kindra S.
Kreislers of Saginaw, Mich., received a
Certificate in Theopoetics and

Theological Imagination.

The activities in Richmond, Ind.,
May 4-5 included a worship service led
by the graduating class, an evening ban-
quet, and an academic ceremony with
guest speaker Russ Matteson, district
executive minister for Pacific
Southwest District.

Bethany Seminary graduates
celebrated commencement in
May: (back from left) Rudolph H.
Taylor Ill, Kyle A. Remnant,
Jonathan A. Prater, Timothy S.
Heishman, Steven P. Fox, Martin
Jockel-Giessen, (front from left)
Patricia A. Kapusta, Charlotte D.
Loewen, Katelynn E. Heishman,
Karen M. Duhai, Sarah M. Neher,
Mycal C. J. Gresh.

urges risk-taking

In addition, there were a variety of workshops, and an
Intercultural Dinner with Annual Conference moderator

Biaqualos aneq

and Reward in Scripture,” addressing nine specific texts.
He closed with a question for himself and others: “What
am I willing to risk?”
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Districts promote conversation about biblical authority

hat kind of authority does the Bible

have for us?” asked Karoline Lewis at

“Biblical Authority Conversations,” an event
sponsored by the midwestern districts April 23-25. Marbury
E. Anderson Chair in Biblical Preaching at Luther Seminary,
she joined Jason Barnhart, director of Brethren Research
and Resourcing for the Brethren Church, as keynote speaker.
Facilitating table conversation and giving background on
Brethren heritage and practice were Bethany Seminary pro-
fessors Denise Kettering-Lane and Dan Ulrich.

The meeting was planned by district executives Beth
Sollenberger, Kevin Kessler, Torin Eikler, Kris Hawk, and David
Shetler. Also supporting the event was the Ministry Excellence
Project. About 100 ministers and lay people attended.

“It’s one thing to say the Bible has authority . . . but what
kind?” Lewis pressed the group that gathered at Hueston
Woods in western Ohio. Often what happens in conversation
around biblical authority is dominance of an unquestioning

attitude characterized by the statement, “The Bible says it, I
believe it, that settles it.” Lewis noted this as “a eircular
argument,” and invited the group to ask why and how the
Bible is authoritative.

Barnhart led a session on cognitive dissonance and con-
firmation bias, noting that many pick up attitudes about the
Bible from popular culture and inevitably “read the Bible
through those lenses,” he said. “The problem comes when
our biases aren’t checked.”

At the end of two days of intense conversation, some con-
sensus seemed to emerge: The Bible is important to
Brethren. The Bible has a lot to teach us today. Reading and
studying the Bible together with others is crucial to our
faith.

Some questions rose to the top as well: Are disagreements
in the church still about biblical interpretation, inspiration,
and authority? Or are they about how we have allowed the
culture to dictate the way we approach the Bible?

Personnel notes

Todd Bauer’s contract with Brethren
Volunteer Service as Latin America coor-
dinator ended in May. BVS is reevaluating
how it coordinates its work in light of
lower numbers and tightening budgets.
Bauer served in the position for nearly 11
years, since July 2007. Previously, he was
a BVS volunteer 2001-2006 in Ixtahuacan,
Guatemala, working with a Catholic
church and Trees for Life.

Kathy Fry-Miller retires in
September as associate director of
Children’s Disaster Services. She began
leading CDS Feb. 1, 2014. During her ten-
ure, CDS has responded to more disasters
than in any similar period, and carried
out a special response in Nigeria. She has
led an expansion of volunteers, developed
new partnerships, and secured new grant
funding. Representing CDS and the
church on policy and procedure writing
groups and at national levels, she has

become a recognized leader in child and
trauma recovery.

Mark Lancaster’s role at Bethany
Seminary changes Aug. 1 when he begins
as assistant to the president for strategic
initiatives. He has been executive direc-
tor of institutional advancement since
July 2015. He also begins Aug. 1 as part-
time director of the Brethren Heritage
Center in Brookville, Ohio, a research
and educational facility focusing on the
history and genealogy of bodies that
share the heritage of the Brethren move-
ment that began in 1708 in Schwarzenau,
Germany. Lancaster will be the center’s
first salaried director.

Leadership of the Fellowship of
Brethren Homes is in transition follow-
ing the resignation of executive director
Ralph McFadden. He began as execu-
tive director in January 2015, and retires
at the end of July, Dave Lawrenz, who

recently retired from leadership of
Timbercrest, a church-related retire-
ment community in North Manchester,
Ind., begins as executive director in mid-
July. The fellowship is a collaborative
ministry of 22 retirement communities
related to the Church of the Brethren.

Former mission workers Carolyn
and Roger Schrock are in South Sudan
for two and a half months of volunteer
service with the Brethren Peace Center
in Torit. They will train agronomists
and work with the Eastern Equatoria
Farmer’s Association.

Ed Shannon has begun as retire-
ment planning consultant for Brethren
Benefit Trust. He has been a retirement
plan specialist for Converge Retirement,
holding a degree in Human Resources
Management from Judson University.
He is a member of First Baptist Church
of Elgin,



Our Stewardship for June 2018

Attendance
Worship Sunday School For Budget
June 3 202 102 $7,366.70
10 142 58 $3,819.00
17 135 87 $3,830.33
24 158 73 $3,816.98
June average per Sunday 159 80 $4,708.25
Last 12 mos. average per Sunday 167 81 $5,226.92
Special Giving for June 2018
Basement Wall Repair $170 Lifetouch Directories $624.25
Disaster Relief $50 Friend to Friend $670
Flower Fund $170

Serving in July

NURSERY
1 Pam Dodd & Brittany Hammer

Serving in August

NURSERY
5 John & Amy Knoft

8 Bobby & Sarah Williams 12 Stephanie Diehl & Fonda Harper
15 Becky & Hayley Daubert 19 Pam Dodd & Brittany Hammer
22 Sara Atkins & Dawn Kiser 26 Becky & Hayley Daubert
29 Rhonda Mandeville & Roma Holloway

SOUND SYSTEM
1 Ben Hiner
8 Bobby Williams
15 Chris Payne
22 Bill Heishman
29 Ron Shickel

VALET PARKING
1 Weldon Good
8 Wade Showalter
15 Bob Michael
22 Brad Smith
29 Ralph Rohrer

WORSHIP CENTER
1 Lisa Shickel
8 Wanda Hollen
15 Rose Miller
22 Dawn Kiser
29 il Secse

SOUND SYSTEM
5 Randy Glick
12 Jim Rusmisel
19 Ben Hiner
26 Bobby Williams

VALET PARKING
5 Donnie Jackson
12 Jeff Wine
19 Melvin Burger
26 Weldon Good

WORSHIP CENTER
5 Lisa Shickel
12 Wanda Hollen
19 Jill Sease
26 Linda Waggy

USHERS: Jim Rusmisel, Guy Lee Clark, J.O. Good, Roger
Moyer

USHERS: Bob Black, David Skelton, Randy Glick




July/August Birthdays & Anniversaries

July Birthdays:
1 Dawn Kiser

Cindy McNett

Helen Shaw

Janet Whetzel

Jenifer Hiner

7 Gabe Dodd

Cathy Snider

Susan Butzler

Dusty Moyer

Gene Golladay

Henry Lilly

11 Amanda Huffman
Donnie McNett
Zeb Miller

12 David Richard

13 Grant Ostlund
Chris Payne
Julie Smith

14 Amy Brown
Aaron Will

17 Andy Ringgold

o N

O 0

August Birthdays:
1 Christopher Lilly

Troy Ostlund
Sam Rhodes
David Kuykendall
Pam Dodd
Blake Eavers
Bobby Guyer
Tina Serrell
4 Scoftt Airey
Mark Brill
William Monger
S5 Lane Bazzle
Mark Brill
6 Gail Miller
7 Roger Moyer
Glenn Paftterson
8 Cathleen Coffman
Lynn Mohler
Diomond Patterson
Kathy Riley
Dick Ryan
9 Wanda Driver
11 Brittany Evans
Bobbi Jo Ross
12 D.J. Moats
Zach Sease
13 Dennis Evans
Ethel Hinkle

w N

18

19

22

23

26

27

30

31

19

20
22

23

24

25

26

Cathy Coceano
Kody Payne
Brent Sayre
Sallie Hunter
Reese Ostlund
Chad Brooks
David Lilly

Ralph Pettit
Nancy Shickel
Cameron Brown
Dennis Hill

Ivan Howdyshell
Ray Shank
Jennifer Kiser
Corinne Rhodes
Ashlyn Smiley
Corinne Crumley
Gloria Heishman
Barbara Moyer
Marshall Smiley

Mark Butzler

Jo Ellen Evers
Allison Prawdzik
Roma Holloway
Bob Martin
Laura Healy
Jason Payne
Derek Smiley
Gene Wampler
Heather Barnhart
Jaxson DePoy
Colby Pettit
Fonda Harper
Jonathan Ross
Susan Shull
Robbie Symons
Eddie Black
Preston Miller
Joyce Rhodes
Orva Lambert
Lyza Will

Heidi Mason
Elaine Shank
Ken McNett
Joyce Sheffer
Abe Evans

Jim Glick

Chad Shipe

July Anniversaries:

1

NN
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11

14
15
16
17

21

23

27
28

29
30
31

David & Dawn Mason
Gary & Missy Vandevander
David & Sheila Skelton
Adam & Autumn Pequignot
Jordan & Katia Sites
Brad & Yvonne Miller
Bobby & Sarah Williams
Fred & Susan Kinkead
Bob & Kathleen Michael
Drew & Susan Shull

Gary & Eleanor Payne
Andrew & Lorissa Skelton
Marshall & Krista Smiley
Elvert & Lois Black

Dusty & Rachel Moyer
Ethan & Morgan Dakin
Aaron & Katelyn Will
Vince & Wendy Rhodes

Glenna Harper
Carrie Miller
Lulu Shickel
Susan Wrenn
Joyce Perry
Jimmy Mason
Sharon Weaver

August Anniversaries:

1

Jim & Betty Jo Glick
Roy & Barbara Keller
Ken & Joy Monger
Ernie & Diana Havener
Craig & Shari Payne
Mike & Stephanie Diehl
Eric & Annie Wilhelm
Calvin & Judy Lokey
Eddie & Nellie Black
Tom & Barbara Ross
Robby & Londia Dean
Bill & Gloria Heishman
Gabe & Pam Dodd
Ben & Tammy Hall
Norman & Glenna Harper
Tim & Fonda Harper



Jr. High Workcamp

Four Junior High youth and an advisor are attending a Church of the O'V“n (}Od
Brethren workcamp in Cincinnati, Ohio, July 9-13. Loving God, Loving ,"I

People (1 John 4:19-21) is the workcamp theme this year and v, ng PE}@ [e
Cincinnati workcampers will work at cleaning, painting, gardening, -
serving food, and engaging in prayer with community members in the

city. Atftending from Montezuma are: Allie Coffman, Kenzy Hiner, Josh Payne, and Adam Ross. David
Miller is the advisor. We will be fravelling to Cincinnati with Bridgewater COB youth beginning early on
Monday, July 9. Keep this group and the workcamp in your prayers.

. ?DIEL Brethren Workcamps -

Vespers @ CrossRoads

CrossRoads: The Valley Brethren Mennonite Heritage Center is offering a service of vespers each Sunday
evening during the summer through August 12. Each service begins at 7 p.m. and is held in the
amphitheater at the top of the hill behind the buildings. Services feature a mixture of preaching,
storytelling, and music. A schedule of worship programs is posted on the bulletin board in the hallway
between the bathrooms. Why not participate in that evening worship opportunitye Remember to bring
your own lawn chair.
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